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Potential Changes to the Catastrophic (CAT) Definition (specifically in relation to 
brain injury) 

 
Interim CAT Designation 
The Panel that was initially assembled to review and recommend changes to the CAT 
definition had initially recognized the need for an Interim CAT Designation. This had 
been suggested to ensure that there was no interruption in a client’s access to funding, 
given the new parameters for an individual to be deemed CAT.  This interim status was 
to be based in part upon admission to a neurological inpatient rehabilitation program.  
However, this has yet to be confirmed, as the Interim CAT Designation was not included 
in the recently released budget. 
 
Glasgow Coma Scale (GCS) and Glasgow Outcome Score- Extended (GOS-E)  
Currently, one of the bases for a client to be deemed CAT is the Glasgow Coma Score 
(GCS).  The GCS measures a client’s ability to open their eyes, respond to verbal 
stimuli and obey motor commands, and is administered by emergency and medical 
personelle and the time of the accident. The parameters are set out in the following 
chart:  

 
 

Glasgow Coma Score

 
1  2  3  4  5  6 

Eye 
Does not 

open eyes 

Opens eyes in 

response to a 

Opens eyes in 

response to voice

Opens eyes 

spontaneously 
N/A  N/A 

Verbal 
Makes no 

sounds 

Incomprehensible 

sounds 

Utters 

inappropriate 

words 

Confused, 

disoriented 

Oriented, 

converses 

normally 

N/A 

Motor 
Makes no 

movements 

Extension to painful 

stimuli (decerebrate 

response) 

Abnormal flexion 

to painful stimuli 

(decorticate 

response) 

Flexion / 

Withdrawal to 

painful stimuli 

Localizes 

painful 

stimuli 

Obeys 

commands

 
 

 

 

 

 


