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His name is Muki Baum, he has cerebral palsy, he's deaf and can barely speak. Yet for aimost 20 years he's been
fundraising outside Holt Renfrew for people with disabilities. His tally to date is a staggering $600,000.
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Carola Vyhnak
Urban Affairs Reporter

If he had a million dollars, he’'d buy a building for children with disabilities.

Does he think he can raise that much money, Muki Baum’s mother asks him, mouthing the
words slowly and clearly.

“Yes!” he says, huge smile lighting his face. Must Reads

Michael “Muki” Baum has, after all, generated more than $600,000 for people with complex » Canadian soccer star reportedly to

disabilities. Regular pedestrians on Bloor St. W. will be familiar with the man on the red retire

scooter outside Holt Renfrew, or inside on the concourse level when the weather’s bad. # Finally, a chance to play Augusta
National

Now 51, Muki has been a permanent fixture for 20 years as he collects change from » U.S. twins born in different years

passersby. He counts $100 in his paint can on a good day, $650 on his best — » Bieber kiss brings wrath from fans

“Thanksgiving Day 2008,” he recalls instantly. % Tim Hortons scores Leafs

doughnut
A sign on his scooter reads: “| was born with cerebral palsy and deafness but | want you to

know that | am a person not a disability.”
Follow The Toronto Star

It is @ message he’s grown up with, instilled by parents who ignored doctors’ warnings to

put him in an institution because he’d be nothing more than a burdensome “piece of meat.” n I.. L n NEWS
Instead, they helped him realize his full potential. ! ﬂ h -'{'\

Facebook Twitter RSS News  Mobile Subscribe
Alerts

An energetic and involved Muki “found his destiny in fundraising,” says his mother Dr.
Nehama Baum.

Making News
Thirty years ago, she founded MukiBaum Treatment Centres, a non-profit charitable

organization for those with developmental and emotional disabilities. Their facility on Samor
Rd. near Dufferin and Lawrence Aves. was built, in part, with money Muki raised.

Flu season

The latest news, features,
columns and photos to...
Muki, whose whole story is online, splits his efforts over three venues, including Lawrence

and Sheppard plazas. He also supports Wheels in Motion and the March of Dimes. TTC

The latest news and views on

Last year, the province awarded him a good citizenship medal for his achievements, a the Toronto Transit...

recognition that made him “happy and proud,” says Muki, who communicates using lip
reading, sign language and a type-and-talk keyboard.

WikiLeaks
A look at the controversial

He is an “unbelievable man who makes a big difference in this world,” said Ruth Conlin, T e

who retired from her job in Holt Renfrew’s cosmetics department last summer.

“I have so much admiration for Muki. The word ‘no’ isn’t in his vocabulary. He always finds a
way of doing something,” she said. See for Yourself »

Nehama and Moshe Baum exposed their son to everything life had to offer, even carrying 0103dV_naVy_|er.VIZF'OS
- - . . . . . thastar, F

him to mountaintops to see the view on family trips. His mother, a psychologist and e - -

specialist in therapy for families with a child with cerebral palsy, had the know-how to help

him learn and develop. e 3,000 birds to fall
s from the sky L

Still, Muki’s journey has been fraught with challenges and even discrimination when he was

once thrown out of a restaurant because he was handicapped. Ten years ago, he lost some 4%, &  Ccabinet shuffle

of his independence when a near-fatal spinal cord injury forced a move back to his parents’ :

home.

. . . . London Zoo
An accomplished sculptor, he has his own apartment there, along with a caregiver and an %l animal count

entire community that keeps an eye on him, according to Baum. When a man robbed him
of $200 and fundraising chocolate bars some years ago, everyone in a local restaurant
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What makes him happiest is knowing that his work helps other children and adults with Ads by Google
disabilities reach their full potential, says Baum.

Cerebral Palsy Therapy
How much money can you raise, she asks him. “One million? Two million?” D LS (Y TRy Soste
When you want more for your child!

www.abilitycamp.com

Muki nods and smiles that big smile. .
Employment Job Posting

Find The Right Job Today. 1000s
B Of Job Postings In Your Area -Free!
Email ' Print Republish = Add to Favourites | ¢ Report an error o [EEEE v obYCom
Disability Representation
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Top Stories:
Disability In Less Than 60 Seconds!

Blaze investigation keeps roads closed, but shops reopen
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Live: Harper cabinet shuffle
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Disability Applications
We'll figure out what you qualify

for, and submit all paperwork!

Catch plenty of colds? Maybe you were born with it www.MylerDisability.com
) Top Comments Comment on this story »

MAN BEHIND THE FACE: Thank you for bring my Wow: What a great story and an amazing man.

attention to the man behind the face. So many Congratulations Muki on your hard work to help

people we pass on the street...... totired others.... NHL Euro Hockey

I'll'l can say is...: God bless him.... Velvet WHAT A HAPPY STORY: It is people like Muki

Hammer that make this world. Even with his own challenges

he cares about other...... Vegas
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